
First Church of Christ, Woodbridge - A Congregational UCC

Yes, I’d like to make a tax deductible contribution to 
The Refugee Resettlement Project

Name:________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________

Town:_________________________ State:____ ZIP:__________

Make checks payable to First Church - Woodbridge
MEMO line: RRP (for Refugee Resettlement Project)

I have enclosed a check for $__________ for RRP.

I would like to volunteer where I can. I am especially interested in:

______________________________________________________
Please call or E-mail me.

Phone: ________________________________________________
 
E-mail address:_________________________________________

Mail to:
First Church of Christ, Woodbridge
5 Meetinghouse Lane
Woodbridge, CT 06525

Or:
Drop this form off at the Church Office,
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Help Us Help
Our Iraqi Refugee Family

Mustafa, Mona, Saja, Lina, and Maha.

Frequently Asked Questions

Our family
arrives here in 
Woodbridge on 
June 30.

We will be their 
support for up to 
one year. 

[These are not actual photos of our family members.]



4. Who is going to do all the work required to support the family?
B As of June 8, 2009, just ýve days into the project, 39 people have 

stepped forward with their commitment to help. Inspiring acts of 
kindness and commitment come forth every day. More are expected 
to join as we get the word out seeking volunteers for speciýc tasks. 
IRIS is our ace in the hole.

5. What kinds of tasks are necessary? (Committee heads are in place. Volunteers needed.)

B Housing: Find safe housing. Set up the home with furniture, food, 
household goods, utilities, etc.

B Transportation: Teach the family how to use public transportation; 
drive them to appointments.

B Employment: Assist in the job seeking, application and interview 
process.

B Health Care: Identify health professionals who are willing to assist 
with medical care.

B Finance: Oversee fund raising and disbursements. Coach family on 
budget, resources and credit history.

B Education: Register children in school. Advocate in schools for 
needed services. Teach the basics of clothing, laundry, grocery 
shopping, banking, etc. Culture coaching ï helper, friend, advocate.

6. What is the financial commitment to this project?
B Our commitment is to supply ýnancial assistance for one year on 

a diminishing scale. Rent and utilities are the biggest items. Some 
food, clothing and incidentals may also be required.

B The US Department of State provides a small one-time stipend at the 
start of the resettlement. After that, public programs for low-income 
families such as the Food Stamp Program, Medicaid, and others will 
also help. Public assistance programs (welfare) are not considered, 
as the goal is self-sufýciency. However, as a co-sponsor we have a 
signiýcant ýnancial commitment.

          For more information, to donate, to volunteer: check online at
                   http://www.ýrstchurchwoodbridge.org
                               

Or Contact Project Coordinator:
Garrett Stack - 3 Barberry Lane - Woodbridge, CT 06525

203-397-3382 - gstack@optonline.net

First Church of Christ - Woodbridge 
Refugee Resettlement Project – June 2009

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is it?
B As part of our churchôs mission, a signiýcant number of members 

have embraced the idea of resettling a refugee family in Woodbridge 
and working to make that family self-sufýcient within one year.

B Refugees are those who must leave their own country for fear of 
death or imprisonment for political reasons.

2. What do we know about this refugee family? 
B The government of the United States invites families to come to 

our country with ofýcial refugee status. The families are highly 
documented, screened and fully investigated before coming to the 
U.S.

B The Department of State works with refugee relocation agencies to 
place people throughout the country. We are working with Integrated 
Refugee and Immigrant Services (IRIS) in New Haven with whom 
we will become a co-sponsor of a family.

B The sponsored family is arriving in Connecticut on June 30, 2009. 
The family of ýve consists of a mother and father and their three 
daughters, ages 12, 15 and 20. They þed Iraq in May 2006 and are 
now in Beirut, Lebanon. The father worked as an Iraqi government 
ofýcial, is university educated and speaks English well.

3. What is our commitment to this family?
B The family will arrive with their luggage. That constitutes their 

material possessions. They need everything, literally everything 
to set up a home. Our commitment is to set up a home, support 
the family through the maze of bureaucracies they will face in 
employment, schools, medical care, transportation and more.

B The goal of the resettlement project is to make this family self-
sufýcient, and to do it in 12 months or less. Although we are co-
sponsors with IRIS, we will be assuming much of the every day 
support. Our job is to help the family become productive citizens in 
their new country.


