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       NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

        The membership of the First Church of Christ is hereby called to meeting on Sunday, 
 May 23, 2010 at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish House in order: 
        1. To receive and act upon the report of the Nominating Committee which recommends 
officers and members of boards and committees for election; 
        2. To receive the reports of the pastor, officers, boards, and organizations of the church; 
        3. To hear and act upon any other business proper to come before the meeting. 
                                                               Dated: April 28, 2010 
                                                              Janet Maley, Clerk 
 
Church Council 
 Your Church Council met on April 5, 2010.  There’s so much bad news in the world.  In 
our Spiritual Stretching, we talked about Good News.  Certainly, with the glow of Easter after-
math, we spoke about the rebirth of Christ.  But there are also spring flowers, chirping birds, 
small kindnesses extended to friends, welcoming new members in our midst, and mission and 
outreach through New Haven and farther. 
 The Grow Your Church movement met again in April – capitalizing on the energy from their earlier 
meeting.  Mike Penn-Strah will lead us again to help us organize small task forces.  Do you want to help with 
the website? Or maybe news releases? Or maybe hospitality? 
 Who’s  Coming to Dinner has been rescheduled for June 5, 2010. 
 Discussions about updating our by laws will continue at our next Council meeting which will be on 
May 3, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.  Please come and participate.                                  Janet Maley, Clerk 

  
Board and Committee Chairpersons 
            All Chairs are requested to submit their final report to the church office as quickly 
as possible for inclusion in the Church’s Annual Report to be presented at the Congrega-
tional Meeting. All reports must be in the church office by Wednesday, May 19. 

 
GROW OUR CHURCH: IMPLEMENTATION AND TRAINING EVENT  

 Earlier this year we made a good start learning from Regional Minister Mike Penn-
Strah about how to grow our church.  Much energy, enthusiasm and excitement was gener-
ated long with some terrific ideas. Now on May 16, we will meet to talk more specifically 
about concrete ways on how to implement the terrific ideas we brainstormed.  Whether you 
were at the earlier event or not, please do join us after church on Sunday, May 16, from 
11:30-1:00.  Food will be provided. 



 

2 

�����������	
��
 

The Rev. Dr. Sara E. Penn-Strah 

 
My Dear Friends, 
 
We begin this month, as we do every month, with the celebration of table fellowship. As always, when we 
have finished sharing the Lord’s Supper, there will be bread and grape juice left-over.  The table is set and 
there is more than enough, but someone is missing so some of the bread and juice will go to waste.  All is 
made ready, and we partake, but people who desperately need to be in fellowship with us, the Body of Christ, 
have missed the fun because they didn’t even know about the event. 
 
Our town is full of people who are searching for meaning and purpose in their lives, people who need to hear 
the Good News that God has something in mind for them.   It is full of people longing for the sense of commu-
nity that so many of us have found here. No one, however, has ever invited them to our church. 
 
Come learn to help us reach out to these people and how to make them feel welcome when they come through 
our doors.  We want to grow as a community of faith!  We 
want to grow—not just to look around us on Sunday morning 
and see the pews filled; not so our budget problems will go 
away; not so our church can survive into the future. (If that’s 
our motivation, it will show in desperation, and backfire on us.)  
We want to bring people into our church so that they can know 
the love of Jesus Christ that we find here and the power of the 
Holy Spirit working in our midst at The First Church of Christ, 
Woodbridge! 
 
We have Good News to share. Join us after worship on May 16 
and learn how you can be part of growing your church. 
 
God’s blessings, 
 
Sara 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Julie Altman 
 The Woodbridge Department of Human Services honored our Moderator, Julie Altman, for her dedica-
tion and commitment as Woodbridge’s volunteer representative on TEAM Inc.’s Board of Directors. Mrs. 
Altman has served as Secretary and is currently Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors. The organization 
serves economically challenged youth, families, and seniors. Congratulations, Julie! 
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Worship in May: 
 
May 2  Easter 5: Holy Communion;  Acts 11:1-18 (Peter's dream widens his understanding of 
God’s inclusive love.) John 13:31-35 (God’s love promises a new heaven and a new earth.) 
 
May 9  Easter 6:   Acts 16:9-15. (Paul talks theology with women whom he does not know - a 
breach of tradition.) Revelation 21:10; 22:-22:5. 
 
May 16   Easter 7: Acts 16:16-34 (Paul and Silas are in prison, when an earthquake unfastens their chains.)  
Revelation 22:12-14;16,17, 20-21. (“I am alpha and omega.”). 
 
May 23   Pentecost Sunday: Acts 2:1-21 (The Holy Spirit comes with the rush of a mighty wind and flames); 
John 14: 8-17  (Jesus tells us that we will do even greater works than his through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
the Advocate). Wear the colors of flame: red, yellow, and orange. 
 
May 30   Trinity Sunday: Isaiah 55:10-13: John 16:12-15 (God will send the spirit to guide us into truth.)  
Hymn sing at 9:50.  Evan Warren will preach; Rich Altman will help lead worship. 
 
 
Worship Corner:  Don't Worship Your Own Preferences 
Reflection by Lillian Daniel* 
 I find it interesting that so many churches these days give their worship service titles based on what 
type of music is played.  
 If you tell me you attend the "traditional" service, I think of hymns from the eighteenth century, an or-
gan and a four-part choir. If you tell me you go to the "contemporary service," I imagine a band, a drum set, 
microphones and a clock that stopped in the late eighties on the soft rock channel. If your service is "taize," I 
think of that particularly meditative form of singing, and if it's "gospel," my mind goes to another inspiring 
style. But when did music become the primary descriptor of worship?  
 I think this happened as congregations engaged in what we've come to call the "worship wars," which 
often got played out with "traditional" and "contemporary" as opposing forces, making sweeping pronounce-
ments about the future of the church. "If you don't change your music, you will never appeal to young people." 
"If we change our music, we will lose the great tradition of the church." So we gave our worship titles, like 
advance warning, to make sure nobody had to ever hear anything they didn't like. Now who is being wor-
shipped here?  
 Of course none of the sweeping statements proved to be true. Not all young people want rock bands in 
church, and not all older people object to something new; and the church seems to continue to exist with a 
wide variety of music.  
 I like worship that is just called worship, with no hint as to the music 
one will be hearing that day. As the psalm tells us, there are many different 
ways to praise God with sounds. But we gather to worship God, not one 
musical style over another, and not our own preferences.  
 
Prayer 
 Thank you, God, for the music that makes my heart sing and draws 
me closer to you. Thank you also for the music that I cannot stand but draws 
my neighbor closer to you. Amen. 
 
 
 
*Lillian Daniel was the Pastor of Church of the Redeemer in New Haven and is now the pastor of the Glen 
Ellen (Illinois) UCC Church. 
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An invitation to a Conversation and Discussion on the Open and Affirming Process 
May 2 at 11:30 a.m. 

On Sunday, May 2, from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., the Open and Affirming Group will host an 
informal conversation about this process.  You are invited to be part of the quest to dis-
cern God’s will for our church on the important issue of welcoming all people to worship 
with us.  We hope that you will help the group understand what information and/or tools you would need to 
assist you in making an informed decision regarding becoming an Open and Affirming church. Your com-
ments, questions, concerns, and suggestions are not only important; they are a vital part of this process.  We 
look forward to seeing you there! 

 
Open and Affirming (O&A)  

Questions and Answers regarding Open and Affirming – Installment 2 
 
As promised, below are another set of questions and answers that we hope you will find use-
ful!   As always, this is a collaborative section and we want to make sure to capture any ques-
tions you may have, so please feel free to approach anyone in the group with questions/
comments or send any one of us an e-mail with your questions and we’ll be happy to research 
and address in future  “Parishioners.” 
                   
                   Questions and Answers Regarding Open and Affirming 

 
Why is there a need to have any statement at all? 

Because the gay community has been excluded historically from organized Christian communities, of-
ten very publically, harshly and with hurtful language, many gays and lesbians are not aware that there 
are churches who will welcome them and do not know that they are welcome in church. An O & A 
statement makes it clear to them that they will not be treated harshly, made to feel unwelcome or asked 
to leave (as may have been their previous experience at another church).  Also, our First Church leader-
ship needs direction from the congregation in the church regarding this topic. 
 

Why does the First Church, Woodbridge need a statement if we already act in an open and affirming 
way?  
In reading the statements from other congregations, it seems that by having a written O & A statement 
that was drafted and signed off by their congregation, they made it clear to potential new members who 
they welcome to be a part of their church.  Not having a statement does not by any means imply that 
our congregation is not currently welcoming; but by putting a formal statement together, a visitor/
potential member is re-assured that he/she never needs to be concerned about any possibility of being 
shunned or rejected.   
 

What are we trying to accomplish with this process? 
At the moment, we are gathering information and learning.  We would like to even-
tually work together with the congregation so that we may together draft a state-
ment of welcome.  Our research so far has found that such statements include refer-
ence to biblical passages and a listing that the congregation is welcoming of people 
of different races, ages, marital status, sexual orientation, physical and mental abil-
ity.   
 

Where can I find out more information on my own?  
You can go to the UCC website (www.ucc.org) or review some of the books in our library. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rich Altman, John Anderson, Erica I. González, Phyllis Hedberg, Christine Lovejoy, Tom Morrissey,  
Sara Penn-Strah, and Joyce Simpson 
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Position Seekers Networking Group – Wednesday, May 5, 7:00 p.m. 
Recruiters and Contract Firms 

Our First Church Position Seekers Group is changing its meeting time to the eve-
ning.  Join us on Wednesday, May 5, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Parish House 
Green Room, on the first floor.  This meeting’s focus will be on recruiters and contract 
firms.  As our economy recovers from the recession, many of the first jobs created are 
contract or temporary.  It is sometimes difficult to assess which recruiters and contract 
firms are connected to which local companies. 

We will review the tips presented in past sessions and assist position seekers in 
creating their list of A level contacts, including recruiters and contract firm personnel, and approaches to take 
in connecting with these contacts.  A networking meeting is a discussion in which the position seeker tries to 
get further networking referrals, not ask for employment.  The key for position seekers is to schedule as many 
networking meetings as possible with colleagues, friends, and other candidates. 

We always ask candidates to come prepared to present their two-minute drill.  This is how one intro-
duces themselves to someone they have not met before, with a brief background statement and a concise dis-
cussion of proposed direction.  This is also used in a networking meeting. 

Our group is intended to provide guidance for those out of work or under-employed.  We welcome 
anyone who is out of work or under-employed to attend.  Also, anyone with advice, guidance or support is 
welcome! 
 Coffee will be provided.  Please join us!                                                                  Rich Forselius 
 

 
Youth Mission Work Trip 2010  May Fund Raiser 
 As many of you have heard, our youth will be going on a mission trip to Puerto 
Cabezas, Nicaragua on August 21 for a week of work and fellowship. Sponsored by an 
international aid organization, Forward Edge International, we will be working closely 
with a local parish attached to a Children’s Center and doing both home and commu-
nity-building activities.  At this point, eleven youth and four adults from our congrega-
tion are signed on to make the trip. 
 This second annual youth mission trip, as was last year’s, is supported in part 

through Christian Service mission dollars. Participant contributions and fund-raising make up the balance of 
our costs.  As part of that fund-raising effort, a plant and flower sale will take place on Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 8. Please support our youth that day with the purchase of a plant or flower!  If you want to hear 
more about this experience, or how you can help, please contact Julie Altman (393-0796), Evan Warren 
(n38858@gmail.com), or Barbara Marks at the church (389-2119). 
 

 
KIDSONG  
 This beloved program, in our 31st year here at First Church, instills the joy of music and a 
love for singing God’s praises in children. It is a summer program for children entering grades one 
through eight with a focus on vocal music. The music instruction is at the highest level of excel-
lence. The dates this year will be August 9-13. Be sure to invite your friends' children to take part 
so they can make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 
 

                
    Don't walk in front of me, I may not follow. 
    Don't walk behind me, I may not lead. 
    Just walk beside me and be my friend. 
    -- Albert Camus 
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Church School News 
 

 In May our B.I.G. Theme is, “We believe that each of us can serve God.”  Our church school will be 
learning about how a family from the very young to the very old can serve God in many great ways to fulfill 
the Great Commission.  
 
 The Great Commission tells us to go out and make disciples of all the world. You can read about it in 
Matthew 28:18-20. We will start by studying Jeremiah, a young boy called by God who never felt quite wor-
thy.  We will move on to Timothy, his mother, and grandmother, and then to the story of sisters Mary and 
Martha. We will talk about Pentecost, the birthday of the church and “travel” around the world to experience 
people worshipping in different ways. Last but certainly not least we will talk about spiritual gifts and talents 
we have been given and how they help God and others around us. Our younger children will keep a back-
ground focus on The Lord's Prayer as we  lead into our Children’s Sunday on June 13th. 
 

Dates to remember 
 

       May    2   Church School      4:15-Youth Group 
       May    9   Church School      Mother's Day 
       May  16   Church School      4:15Youth Group 
       May  23   Church School      Pentecost 
       May  30   No Church School 
 
 Please save the date of June 13 for Children's Sunday. Your child will play a very important part in our 
Worship service, and you will see the fruits of their labor. 
 
 The CE Board would like to thank the many hands that made our Palm Sunday Breakfast and Plant 
Sale a huge success, especially Mary Hubbard our event coordinator. We could not begin to mention the many 
others that made it all possible. Our efforts brought in over $400.00 which will support missions for our kids, 
locally and globally.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank You 
  Thank you for the many cards, calls, and prayers, during this sad time for my family and me, on the 
passing of my Dad. The hand made card from the Church school was especially meaningful. This has been a 
difficult time and I appreciate your warmth in reaching out to me. You are a wonderful church family. 
             Thanks so much, ��������   
 
From the Christian Education Board 
 The Christian Education Board is considering ideas for Adult Christian Education for the coming aca-
demic year. If there are any areas of interest to you including (but not limited to) Christianity, Spirituality, Bi-
ble Study, The United Church of Christ or Congregational Churches and/or Church History, please let one of 
the members of the CE Board know. Our members include Deb Shee, Faye Chen, Jill Colomonico, Phyllis 
Hedberg, Lori Hubbard, Chris Lovejoy and Bob Tucker. You can also contact Barbara Marks, our Director of 
Christian Education. 
  We welcome your input and are curious to know what you are curious to know. 
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Handbell Choir  
 The Handbell Choir attended the Spring Ring on Saturday, March 20, 2010. The 
Spring Ring provided an opportunity for ringers all over the state to meet, share experiences, 
have fun, develop musicianship and ringing skills. The day was centered around a number of 
classes (Intro to Weaving and advanced techniques, Rhythm for ringers, Basic ringing and 
more.....), including massed ringing opportunities for 200 ringers. We all had a great time. 

  
 Sunday, May 23, 2010 will be Handbell Choir's end of season Sunday. 
We will play 3 pieces of music, "Intermezzo" from Cavalleria Rusticana, 
"DONA NOBIS PACEM" (the Handbell Choir will be accompanied by 2 violins 
and 1 cello), and "America, The Beautiful" this lovely patriotic ballad setting 
was first conceived in the aftermath of the events of 9-11, combining "America, 
the Beautiful" with Chopin's gorgeous piano etude in E Major, Opus 10, No. 3 
and together piano/organ duets, with Jr. Choir entering at the conclusion, make 
an emotionally powerful presentation. 

 
  
"WHO'S COMING TO DINNER?"  
  Council is sponsoring "Who's Coming To Din-
ner?" on Saturday, June 5, at 5:00 p.m.  This is the 
same event as the 'old' "Guess Who's Coming To Dinner" 
but with a new name. 
  We will gather at the Parsonage for appetizers at 
5:00 p.m., decide where each of us is going to dinner by 
choosing names out of a hat, proceed to that host's 
home and then back to the Parish House for dessert after 
dinner.  This is a fun evening and an opportunity to have 
dinner and laughs with perhaps new friends you haven't 
dined with before.  I remember one year so much fun was had at one home everyone there almost missed des-
sert! 
  Mark your calendars. There is a signup sheet in the Parish House. Think about being a host/hostess and 
let us know how many dinner guests you would enjoy having. A barbeque is a possibility on a nice June eve-
ning.  If you would rather be a guest, please bring either an appetizer to the Parsonage or a dessert to the Parish 
House for after dinner. 
  This is an adult only activity and, sorry, baby sitting will not be provided. 
  Please contact Louise Ford ( 203.393.1849) with any questions. 
 
 
The First Church of Christ to Host New Haven Association Meeting 
 On Thursday evening, May 20, at 6:30 p.m. our church will host the 
Spring Meeting of the New Haven Association.  The Book Club has gener-
ously offered to provide and host the opening reception at 6:30 in the Parish 
House.  After fellowship, the Association Delegates and visitors will ad-
journ to the Meetinghouse for worship and the business meeting, which will 
include a presentation on the new health care legislation.  You are welcome 
to attend. 
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Christian Service   
 The Christian Service Board announces a challenge gift to benefit Silver Lake Con-
ference Center.  Silver Lake is seeking funds to refurbish its facilities and provide flexible 
retreat space.  The name of their capital campaign is “Now for the Future.” 
 The challenge gift ($7500.00) will be in memory of Justin Ramos (son of Debbie 
and Rich Forselius) and in honor of all our young people in our church.  All checks can be 
written to the First Church of Christ with the notation “NFTF” (Now for the Future) on it.  
For your donation to be matched, we need to receive it in the church office by June 30, 2010. 
 On May 9 we will have a special presentation during worship telling us what the 
funds we donate will be able to do and why they are so crucial.  Please plan to join us for worship on that day. 
 Christian Service is excited to participate in the youth mission trip organized by Julie Altman, Evan 
Warner and Erica Gonzalez. Up to 15 youths and their advisors will be going to Nicaragua in August.  After a 
presentation by Julie Altman, Christian Service agreed to contribute at least one-half of the total dollar amount 
(estimated to be approximately $7,000.00). 
 

 
God's Church in a Strange Land: Seven Ways to Thrive 
 The Spring Annual Meeting of the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of 
Christ will be held Saturday, May 8, at the First Congregational Church of Madison. 
 
Theme: Today’s church, at times, feels like it is wandering in a wilderness that is this world 
in which we minister and live. Come be equipped to face the challenges of today’s church. 
Learn about ways to grow the church and how to identify and equip leadership for the 
church of today and tomorrow. 
 
Keynoters: We are honored and privileged to have as our keynoters the Rev. Stephen L. 

Sterner, Executive Minister of the United Church of Christ’s Local Church Ministries and the Rev. Cameron 
Trimble, Executive Co-director for the Center for Progressive Renewal, a church planting and resourcing or-
ganization affiliated with the United Church of Christ. 
 
Workshop topics include: Spiritual Leadership in the Local Church: Nurturing Your Members to Serve 
Within and Beyond Your Congregation's Walls;   Writing the Vision Large; The New Face of the Epistle: 
Strengthening Church Communities in Social Media; Leading the Multi-Racial, Multi-Cultural Church; 
“Yippee! It’s time for Sunday School!” Innovative Christian Education; The Rite of Confirmation in Vital 
Congregations; Hospitality is More than a Cup of Coffee; Seventh Angel Ministry: A Paradigm for Integrating 
New Members; Crossing the Road: Nurturing Faith through Mission and Service; Making the Case for Gener-
ous Giving: Breaking the Habit of Doing Things the Dumb Way; Appreciative Inquiry as a Tool for Leader-
ship Development; Models of Decision Making and Planning; Faith Practices-Worship, Learning and Serving 
for Vital Congregations; Difficult Choices: Sports vs. Children’s and Youth Ministry; Turning Visitors into 
Members—Hospitality 101; New Media and Evangelism and Congregational Care; 
Contemporary Worship: The Path to Expansive Ministry; Hands on Mission Opportuni-
ties; What They Didn’t Teach You in Seminary About Stewardship: A Discussion 
About Faith and Money; How to Inject New Life (and Fun) into Your Annual Steward-
ship Campaign: True Stories from Connecticut Churches. 
 
 Want to find out more and register? Go to www.ctucc.org and click on Spring 
Annual Meeting.  Plan to attend! 
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING AND STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH  CAMPAIGN   
 The church would like to express its appreciation to you for your outstanding participation 
through your contributions to the One Great Hour of Sharing this year.  As of April 10 we have 
received contributions totaling $1200, along with our matching gift of $800 for a total of 
$2000.  The Board of Christian Service would like to thank all of you who donated to this very 
important offering which allows the UCC to respond to disasters, help refugees, and promote sustainable de-
velopment.         
 We would also like to alert you to our next special offering, Strengthen the Church, which supports 
church growth and leadership in the conferences and supports the national offices of Local Church Minis-
tries.  Specifically these funds are directed to the National Youth Event, The Stillspeaking Ministry (reaching 
out to those who have felt that there is no room for them within Christianity and the church), new and renew-
ing churches, youth and adult ministries, and lay and pastoral leadership formation.   
 
 
NUTRITION and HEALTH  PROGRAM Sponsored by Women's Fellowship 
     On Sunday, May 16, at 3:00 p.m. in the Parish House Women's Fellowship is 
sponsoring a program on the effects of nutrition on our health; moving toward optimal 
health:  Keeping it simple.  Our guest, Wendy Lewis, will spend 2-3 hours with 
us.  She will talk with us about transitioning to a healthier eating regime that supports dis-
ease prevention, reversal, immunity and aging.  She will prepare a multi-course dinner in 
front of us which we will have the pleasure of eating.  She will have recipes and other 
handouts for us.  She has MANY resources and product suggestions to simplify our journey 
toward better health.  There will be cookbooks available for $10.00 (suggested donation).  Our session is lim-
ited to 30 ladies (sorry guys; if there's sufficient interest perhaps we can do mixed gender session at a later 
date). The price of a ticket is $7.50 and must be purchased in advance on a first come basis. Women's Fellow-
ship will cover all remaining costs of this program.  Everything for the afternoon will be provided. Mark your 
calendars; save the date. You will be glad you did!  We will have a (free) door prize raffle drawing.  Please 
contact Sandy Reidy (sandrareidy@sbcglobal.net or 203-393-5400) to reserve a ticket.  Again, that's Sunday, 
May 16, at 3:00 p.m. 

 
2010 Strawberry Festival 
   The 55th Annual Strawberry Festival at the First Church of Christ Green will be 
held on Friday, June 11, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. rain or shine (preferably shine)!  Our grills 
will be going for dinner selections (hot dogs, hamburgers, cheeseburgers and veggie bur-
gers) and our strawberry shortcakes will be homemade and delicious.  The cost of the com-
plete meal is $10.00 or just shortcake is $5.00. All profits go to the benefit of the Church 
and its programs.  Back by popular demand, we will be entertained by The Fiddleheads 

(old-time fiddle and banjo music) as well as a book signing by Loch Reidy.  His story, Overboard! A True 
Bluewater Odyssey of Disaster and Survival retells his adventure as first mate to Captain Tom Tighe of the 
sailboat Almeisan in early May of 2005 on a voyage from Connecticut to Bermuda.  Stay local and enjoy a 
night out on the Green! 
 Anyone interested in helping at the event (biscuit making, strawberry hulling, grills, setup, serving or 
cleanup), please contact Barbara Baldwin at 203-393-0047.  There will be signup lists available in the Parish 
Hall at the coffee hours. 
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     Women’s Fellowship News 
 

How Successful was our WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP Rummage Sale? 
 A Rummage Sale sponsored by Women's Fellowship and held in conjunction with 
the First & Summerfield United Methodist Church in New Haven was held on Saturday 
April 17th.  It was neither our first nor our most profitable by any stretch of the imagina-
tion.  It was, however, perhaps our most successful.  I say this by measuring success not 
by how much money we made or by how many customers came to buy but rather by how 
we were able to help those people in New Haven who REALLY needed help THEN, that 
day and the next.  
  Erica Gonzalez and Mary Alvarado, Co-chairs of the event this year, seamlessly created a gathering of 
beautiful clothes for children, women and men and had them delivered to the First & Summerfield United 
Methodist Church, folded, organized, categorized and labeled by the time I arrived one hour before “show 
time” that morning.  Thank you, Erica and Mary, for all of your efforts.  It is because of you there will be a ray 
of sunshine amidst very dark clouds for many in New Haven. 
  We were all sensitized by the horrific fire on Dixwell Avenue the day before leaving MANY people 
homeless, most with nothing but the clothes on their backs. After several unproductive phone calls by us seek-
ing assistance to help these people, a customer offered to go to the scene of the fire to talk with victims.  They 
told her there had been very little help, so far.  We immediately decided to donate clothes to these survi-
vors.  WTNH came to our location at 3:25 p.m. and at 6 p.m. Saturday evening they included in their news 
broadcast a segment on our Rummage Sale and our generosity to the fire victims. 
  Once all the clothes were taken off racks and gathered, Jan Drummond took several bags of clothes to 
St. Luke's Parish and Joyce Simpson took a load to St. Paul's & St. James Episcopal Church both in New Ha-
ven.  All the rest was set aside for a 12:30 p.m. pick up on Sunday, the 18th, destined for the Hope Baptist 
Church in the vicinity of the Dixwell Avenue fire for those victims and all others in need in that area. 
  That is what made the Rummage Sale a total success.  I personally want to thank everyone for your 
help in making this a special day for all involved.       Sandy Reidy, President, Women's Fellowship 
 

 
� 

KEEP THIS UNDER YOUR HAT... 
  

DON’T TELL ANYONE, BUT... 
  

I’VE GOT A SECRET... 
  

SURPRISE! 
  

Way back on 4/20/09 in our survey of program preferences you said you wanted a pro-
gram on a surprise general topic. So, at our next meeting that’s what it will be. No need 
to bone up or brush up. It’s all going to be extempore, a spontaneous combustion of 
thoughts, questions and answers. No use trying to pry the subject out of the program czar 
– she’s inscrutable. Member of Circle 4 or not, join the discussion on the subject 
of...?...Monday, May 17, at 12 Noon in the Parish House. Bring your lunch and prepare 
to be surprised. 
  

DON’T FORGET – PARISHIONER STUFFING WED., MAY 26, 11 A.M.  
  

...CIRCLE 4 – STUDY/DISCUSSION/OUTREACH SUPPORT 
 



 

11 

Marking Life’s Passages 
  

 Death               March 30, 2010           William Sykes Shee              

Leave behind more than an empty pew. Remember the church in your will. 

 
 

NEXT PARISHIONER DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 2010 (a firm date) 

The Parishioner 
Published monthly by 
The First Church of Christ,  
Woodbridge, Connecticut 

Editor and Office Manager  Carole Prescott 
Pastor  The Rev. Dr. Sara E. Penn-Strah 
Pastor Emeritus  The Rev. Boyd M. Johnson, Jr. 
Compiled by  Cathy Hubbard - e-mail articles to:      
                             pvghubbard@sbcglobal.net 

Columbus House Outreach Cooking Schedule 2010 
 Everyone who has had the opportunity to cook and/or serve has truly felt it to be a worthwhile experi-
ence – we hope you will help if and when called upon. Any questions about this mission opportunity, or to vol-
unteer, please call Julie at 393-0796. Thank you!   
 Thanks to the many volunteers who have worked to bring a hot meal to the residents of Columbus 
House this year. You will be sent a reminder and instructions with a list of people who can assist you with any  
questions. The following committees/groups are scheduled: 
  

 Monday, May 17  Boy Scout Troop 907 
 Monday, June 21  Board of Deacons   
 Monday, July 19  Altman Family & Friends 
 Monday, August 16  Ballou Family 
  

For $130 you can sponsor a meal at Columbus House! Call Carole at the church office, 389-2119.  
 
WANTED: Used inkjet cartridges 
 The empty inkjet cartridges that we usually throw away can be recycled and re-
manufactured. Bring those empty cartridges to the church in the original box you would 
have thrown away, or in a Ziploc bag to prevent spills, and place it into our collection 
box. The inkjet cartridge must have a print head; some examples are HP, Cannon, Lex-
mark, Apple, and Dell. The youth will then recycle them for cash. We will keep you 
informed as to how much is collected and what we will use the proceeds for. No toner 
cartridges, please. 
 
Many Thanks... 
 
From the Schneider’s 
 Jinny Schneider and her family wish to thank Pastor Sara and the congregation for the warm welcome 
and love extended toward her mother, Florence Glann, during her six and a half years attending church here. 
 They also appreciate very much the kind expressions of sympathy received after Florence's death in 
March. 
 
From Bebe Shee 
 Many friends from our church sent me lovely and comforting sympathy cards and 
letters. I would like to thank them all for their thoughtfulness and hope that I can person-
ally thank each of them at a church service soon.   
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 
The *Stewardship Committee invites the Congregation to be part of our committee by providing their views to 
questions, thereby keeping stewardship on our minds year round, not just three months of the year.   
 
People pledge, or do not pledge, to the Church for many reasons. They arrive at their pledge by $$ amount or a 
% of their earnings.  We would like to know your feelings about pledging.  Each month a question will appear 
in The Parishioner.  Please cut off and complete the questionnaire, sign, and drop it in the marked basket on 
the table in the entry way of the Parish House. You may answer anonymously if that is more comfortable for 
you.   
 
You are also invited to suggest a question to be printed in “The Parishioner.”  That too can be dropped in that 
same basket.  
 
*Thank you for your anticipated participation,  
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Stewardship May Questionnaire ����
 
Why Do You Pledge or Not Pledge To The Church? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature______________________    
                  (Optional) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


